Epidemiology of childhood bacterial meningitis in Poland. Incidence of bacterial meningitis with special reference to Haemophilus influenzae type b among children 0-59 months old in the former Kielce and Bydgoszcz districts in Poland in 1998-1999.
Population based surveillance was undertaken to assess the incidence of meningitis caused by Haemophilus influenzae type b in children 0-59 months old in Kielce and Bydgoszcz districts in Poland in 1998 and 1999. The cases were prospectively identified in pediatric and neuroinfection wards of local hospitals where all cases of children with suspected meningitis are referred in both districts. The mean annual incidence of meningitis caused by Haemophilus influenzae type b in children 0-59 months old in Kielce district during the study period was estimated at 3.1 per 100,000 per year (10.3% of cases of bacterial meningitis with confirmed etiology). In Bydgoszcz district, the annual incidence was 9.7 per 100,000 (50% of confirmed cases). These estimations are lower than reported in most Western European countries before the immunization against Hib was introduced. Small numbers of Hib vaccinations reported from both districts do not seem likely to have influenced the data significantly.